ALLIANCE FRANCAISE de
CHARLESTON

NEWSLETTER OCTOBRE 2006

MOT de la PRESIDENTE

With October our programs have been in full speed.

| just would like to mention several very importalattes.
Obviously our “Fete Alsacienne” is going to be fiwod is
always good but | want you to remember everythiog know,
about Alsace.... It could be a surprise
. Our Cine Club is starting on October™.3 is not reserved tc

recent and they have always been considered irc&@nthe

I best selection. Josette knows the Cinema Indusinywell. She

also teaches a course on the Cinema and she Vpli/ba to

French speaking. All those movies have subtitiéeyTare vefy

learn a lot about actors, producers...Our first maviat the College of Charleston, in Novgnjber

we will be able to use again the Amphitheater atltistitute of Psychiatry,

We will have our annual meeting on Novemb®r [ will be at my home and we will have &

short session. But it is very important for yowattend. It is your opportunity to tell us what|ypu

think. We will review the By-Laws and vote for oBoard of Directors and slate of officers
will provide a light free dinner. If you cannotetid please send your proxy.

Classes have started. Call Gigi if you want to.j@he will give you all the information on da

places and prices.

We have also played” Petanque”. We will meet agaitober 22 at 2pm at Hampton Park.
Every one is invited. It is a great occasion toegperench, have fun and meet some friend

| will be going with Gigi at the Federation Annudketing in St Louis. It is a great opportu:l\i
h

to meet people from the other Alliances Francaises\pare our activities and help each o
remind you that everyone is invited to participate.

| would like before our annual Board Meeting tortkany Board for its support, its work and

friendship. It has been another wonderful yearandry productive one.
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ANNUAL MEETING:

will take place onTuesday, November 7 in the

home of Philippe and Marie-Laure Arnaud, 1990 Bel A Court at 7pm. Dinner will be
served. Cash bar. Pleasegad the proposed by-laws prior to the meeting!
RSVP before November T to Gigi at gsirey@hotmail.comor 843. 276.5797

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE: To all our members who would like to serve or

nominate someone as a member at large and is abtedcommit for the next two years, e-
mail Jean Macary, chairman of the nominating commitee, atjmacary@sc.rr.comto let
him know you are interested and in what capacity yo can serve.

Féte Alsacienne: October 14

Le francais par les films: Oct.1¥'
Nov. 2nd

Book Club: October 20th

Knitting Club: Oct.18, Nov 1st

Bridge Club: October 18"

Pétanque:  October 2¥

Federation annual Meeting:

October 26-28
Charleston annual meeting: Nov 7th

Belote: Nov.13'
Beaujolais Nouveau: Nov.16, 17, 18
Beginners class: Thursdays

Intermediate class: Mondays

Advanced: Mondays&Wednesdays

Mark your calendars!

Saturday, October 14", 7pm

Isabelle Jean hosts
a “Soirée Alsacienne” in
her garden.

Choucroute and
specialties from Alsace,
wine tasting will be at
the rendez-vous.

The entrance is: 19, Elisabeth Street.
Charleston. Tel: 577.5894

Members: $15 per person Non tenst $20 per person
RSVP before October 1 or (843)276-5797



The Alliance Francaise de Charleston is excited
and enthused about presenting the first annual
celebration of Beaujolais Nouveau! It is planned
for three days in November, the 16th, 17th and
18th.
Several local restaurants are participating as
well as a number from Pawley’s Island all the
way to Savannah.
The Alliance Francaise hopes that everyone who
wants to share in this unique event will find
that their favorite restaurant is part of the
celebration. Charleston restaurants are planning
special dinner menus, live musical entertainment
and several will sponsor wine discussions led by
professionals in the wine business.
Two restaurants are going to feature local
artists Béatrice Aaronson and Stephen Eaker who
will be setting up a large canvas to begin a

! painting on November 16th and completing it on
November 18th. As you are perhaps already aware, t he arrival of the

Beaujolais Nouveau has become a ritual in the wine world. Part of the appeal
is that the same wine is being consumed at the same time, in private and
public locations, around the world. Charleston will now be a part of this
exciting event! We urge you to mark your calendars and make reservations!
Invite your French and American friends to join you and share with you a

little bit of French culture.

Participating restaurants

La Fourchette : 8 43.722.6261
Mistral Restauran t:843.722.5708
Downtown Charleston Rue de Jean : 843.722.8881
Tristan : 843.534 .2155
Cru Cafe : 843.53 4.2434
Gaulard & Malicle t:843.577.9797
John’s Island Heges at Freshfields's Village : 768.0035
Chez Fish: 843.76 8.0753
Mount Pleasant Coco’s: 843.881.4949
Capriccio’s: 843.881.5550
Bluffton Claude & Eli: 843.837.3336
Pawley’s Island Louis : 843.237.8757
Hilton Head Le Rendez-Vous : 843.785.5070
Olivier's:843.686.4553
Savannah/Tybee Island George’s: 912.786.9731
North Beach Grill : 912.786.9003
A donation of 1 dollar for each bottle of wine sold will be given to Sea
Island Habitat for Humanity.
A special thank you to the comité : Beatrice Aaron son, Alma Brown, Jocelyne
Danielson, Claudine Herodote, Caroline Noble, Phili ppe Arnaud, Perig Goulet.

All of them are working very hard on this event.
Contact: Gigi at 276-5797 or



Une vie: Une histoire Fred Jamar

Tres tot, j'ai été nomade. Mon peére, Officier de @ndarmerie,
déménageait sa famille tous les deux ans. Ains, ¢hangeais de
maison, d’école, d’amis et de vie, régulierement.

A quinze ans, on me mit en internat, une école oad profs et les
éleves vivaient au régime scout. Les samedis etn@inches, le sac
sur le dos, nous parcourions les chemins et foredsix alentours des
pavillons en bois ou nous vivions toute I'année. duis faisions nos
repas avec les moyens du bord sur des feux de campsus
apprenions a nous débrouiller.

En semaine, les classes étaient données dans untehd. Il n'y avait
gue cent quarante éléves pour tout le secondairélous étions trois
dans ma classe. Les profs nous apprenaient la \@a plus des
matieres prévues. Nous vivions avec eux et leumfdle. J'ai ainsi
appris a jouer de la guitare, a peindre, a bien lie, a bricoler. Le
soir, nous avions des veillées ou, a tour de réleus nous levions
pour dire devant tous ce qui nous avait tente, déraye, affecte
pendant la journée. Nous apprenions ainsi le condfe de nous-
mémes, I’honneur, le respect des autres et de sdie ne rentrais chez
moi que trois fois par an.

Apreés l'internat, j'ai fait mon service militaire. C’était obligatoire
en Belgique. L'armée a fait de moi un lieutenant @ Police Militaire.
Mon pére en était fier. J'avais vingt ans et je ammandais
cinquante soldats. J'aurais pu aller a 'universié avant le service
militaire mais je ne savais pas quoi étudier et dideurs, je ne m’en
sentais pas capable. Ainsi, mon pére s’arrangeande faire travailler
dans les labos de contrble des papeteries locales.

C’est la que, onze mois plus tard, deux de mes ann’ont mis en
téte de devenir Officier de Marine Marchande. Euxn’y parvinrent
pas. Sur les quatre cent candidats, je fus le sedg nous trois a



obtenir une des vingt-quatre places d’admission, aps un examen
d’entrée sévere. Immeédiatement, ce fut le navirecéle; Golf
Persique, tour d’Afrique, ports d’Europe. J'adorais! Puis ce fut
deux ans d’'une grande école exigeante d’ou je s@tpremier de
promotion.

Apres trois ans de mers et d’océans, de pays loimia et exotiques,
j'étais prét pour un autre changement. Je me suisarié et jai
repris mes études. J'avais auparavant tenté d’obier la place de
Capitaine de Port sur les rives du lac Tanganika ma ne l'avais pas
obtenue. J'en suis heureux aujourd’hui. Que seratje devenu en
Afrique?

J'avais découvert a I'Ecole Supérieure de Navigatioque je pouvais
étudier avec facilité. Je me suis donc inscrit &Université de
Louvain pour y apprendre la finance en cing ans. '&tudiais le soir,
suivais vingt heures de cours par semaine et traukis le jour chez
J.P.Morgan a Bruxelles ou le Recteur de l'universé& m’avait fait
entrer comme simple employeé.

Rapidement, j'ai appris les ficelles chez J.P. Mom@n et suis devenu
responsable de l'informatique, en charge d’établiun systeme de
compensation pour les Euro-obligations. Ce fut usucces(Ce projet
est aujourd’hui la Banque Internationale Eurocleaqui traite des
milliards d ‘actions et obligations étrangeres atrers le monde.)lLa
conséguence pour moi fut I'offre d’aller travailler pour J.P. Morgan
d’abord a Paris, puis New York, Londres et Frankfot, et de
nouveau New York, Paris et retour final & New Yorkd'ou, aprés
trente ans d’une carriere réussie, je suis parti enetraite anticipée.



J'ai beaucoup voyagé comme marin, comme banquier gai eu ma
part de responsabilités et d’excitements. Il me f&it donc un coin
tranquille pour me retrouver. Ce fut Charleston. Lorsque j'habitais
le New Jersey, ma femme, nos quatre enfants et maanions
régulierement a Kiawah. Je connaissais donc un petharleston.
Aujourd’hui, apres y avoir vécu neuf ans, j'en ai cécouvert son
charme et ses mysteres. J'y ai aussi redécouvdd peinture,
passion que j'avais quelque peu malmenée depuis madolescence
par manque de temps.

Aujourd’hui, je suis un artiste professionnel. Jepeins les maisons et
les rues de Charleston, de Bruges et de France. geins a I'huile, a
I'envie et sur commande, dans mon grenier-atelieralla Péninsule.
Ca s’est fait tout seul, je n’ai rien forcé. Jaisimplement peint pour
moi-méme jusqu’au jour ou les propriétaires de la @Glerie Wolf et
Charles Il m’ont demandé s’ils pouvaient me represater. J'ai
accepté et voila: Je vends des toiles, qui s’en @ux quatre coins

de 'Amérique et parfois aux quatre coins du monde.

J'ai eu de la chance dans la vie pourtant elle aviabien mal
commencé; je suis né en pleine guerre mondiale!

Fred vous dit: “ Bonjout”



One Life: One Story

Very early | was a nomad. My father, an Officer of the Belgian National Police, moved his familly eary two years. So
my house, my school, my friends, and my life chandaegularly.

When | turned fifteen, | was placed in a boarding shool; a school where the teachers and the studediged as boy scouts.
Saturdays and Sundays were spent hiking in the wosdand forests surrounding the wooden pavilions wherwe were
housed. During those hikes we cooked our own meals open fires, we learned how to take care for ogelves.

During the week, classes took place in a chateaudin its parc. There were only 140 students for th seven years of
schooling. We were only three in my class. Theéehers were teaching us life along with the expecteopics. We lived
among them and their families. | learned how to @y guitar, how to paint, to read well, to become hady. In the evening,
we would meet together and, each in turn, would stal up in front of everybody to tell about what hadtempted, bothered
or affected us during the day. In that way we leared to control ourselves, learned honor, and to reect others. We were
allowed to go back home only three times a year.

After the boarding school | went in the army. Military service was mandatory in Belgium. The army mde me a Military
Police Officer. My father was proud of me. | waswenty years old and | was commanding fifty soldies. | could have
gone to college before the army but | didn’t know vkat to study; furthermore | wasn’t sure | would suaceed there. So,
my father arranged for me to get a job at the locapaper mill.

It is there, after eleven months, that two friendf mine convinced me to join them to become a Mereimt Marine Officer.
They never succeeded. | am the only one of the #& of us who, out of four hundred candidates, obtaéd one of the
twenty four openings that year. Soon after, | wento sea on the school ship; Persian Gulf, ports anmd Africa and
Europe. |lovedit! Then followed two tough yeas at the school where | graduated as valedictorian.

After three years at sea, having visited numerousxetic and foreign lands, | was ready for another chnge. | got married
and went back to school after | failed to secure b as the Port Master of a inland port on the Lale Tanganika. Today |
am happy | didn't get that job. What would have Ibecome in Africa?

At the Merchant Marine Academy | had discovered | vas able to study with ease. So | went to the Unigity of Louvain
where | spent five years to study finance. | studid at night attending twenty hours of classes, andorked at J.P. Morgan
in Brussels where the University Dean had gotten me daytime job.

Rapidly, I learned the ropes at J.P. Morgan and wagiven the responsibility to design a computerizeBurobond clearing
mechanism. It was a succesgThis mechanism is still working today and becanie tEuroclear bank which clears billions
of Eurobonds and shares daily all around the woid.The result for me was the offer to work for J.P. Mrgan in Paris,
New York, London, Frankfurt, New York again, Paris again and finally in New York where | took early retirement after
thirty successful and exciting years with the compay.

| traveled a lot around the world as a sailor, theras a banker, and had my share of responsibilitiend challenges. |
therefore had to find a serene place to attempt tbnd myself again. | found Charleston. When | livel in New Jersey, my
wife, our four kids and | used to come to Kiawah rgularly. As a result, | discovered Charleston. Tday, having lived
there for the past nine years, | appreciate its chan and mysteries better. | also rediscovered paiirg; a passion | had
somewhat neglected by lack of time since my teenatgeyears.

Today, | am a professional artist. | paint the steets and houses of Charleston, Bruges and Franckpaint in oil, when |
feel like it and on commission, in my attic-studiat my house in downtown Peninsula. This happenecegtly, | didn’t
forced it. | simply painted for myself until one cay the owners of the Wolf Gallery and Charles Il gery offered to
represent me in their galleries. | accepted . Tay my paintings sell all over the US, and at timesverseas.

I was lucky with my life although it had all started rather badly; | was born during World War II.

Fred



LA BOUTIQUE

Some of you have expressed interests in our Boutigu
We have Alliance Francaise de Charleston TshirtsS(L.XL): $20

Beret (red.black)...........cocooei i, $10
Pins French/American flag.............c.ocooiiinnnn. $2
French Decal............ccooiiiiiiii i $4
SHCK Flag.....vvveiiieiiiiiiiii i $5
Postcard watercolor.........cccvceevie e $5
Mintbox Eiffel TOWEr..........coovveeiiiiiiiiieiees $6
Magnet Eiffel TOWEr...........coovveeviiiiiiiiieee e $6
Verbs Wheel..........eeiiiiiiieeecceee e $12
Key ring Eiffel tower.............ccccooii i $5

Contact Gigi agsirey@hotmail.confior your orders

UPCOMING EVENTS

P #$ #%
We want to encourage you, our members, to attend ¢hAnnual meeting of the
Federation. Your still have some time to purchaseraairline ticket to Saint Louis.
All forms and information can be found at http://afusa.org
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The Lowcountry Chapter of the SC Native Plant Socie ty meets monthly on
the third Tuesday in 101 Duckett Hall, Biology Audi torium on The
Citadel campus. Free parking is available along the west and south as
well as in faculty lots directly behind Bond Hall ( after 5pm). For more

information view a campus map at

October 17, 2006 - (Tuesday) 6:30pm:

A Botanical Travelogue Down Sandhill Creeks - John Nelson, Botanist and
Curator of the University of South Carolina Herbari um.

John will present a taste of his botanical explorat ions on sandhill



blackwater creeks as seen from his kayak. John is a uthor of the

“Mystery Plant” presented every Sunday in the Post and Courier Home and
Garden section. He has been a fixture in the midlan ds teaching his
students and others about the importance of native plants and how they

compose a natural community.

November 14, 2006 - (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m. :

Designing Lowcountry Landscapes - J.R. Kramer, ASLA, LEED AP Project
Coordinator with DesignWorks

Using his professional experience ranging from sens itive sustainable
residential landscapes to large scale master planni ng, J.R. will

explore patterns of the lowcountry landscape (natur al and man-made) and
show their reflection in his designs and theories o f site and planting
design. See how you can apply this to your own back yard.

Did you know? Thank you to Elisabeth Freidberg for the followingprmation. As we
have so many international travelers among ushaeght you would like to look into
this.

A recent article from the Toronto Star, "the ICE id ea", is catching on
and it is a very simple, yet important method of co ntact for you or a
loved one in case of an emergency. As cell phones a re carried by the
majority of the population, all you need to do is p rogram the number of
a contact person or persons and store the name as " ICE".

The idea was thought up by a paramedic who found th at when he went to
the scenes of accidents, there were always mobile p hones with patients,
but no one knew which numbers to call.

He therefore thought that it would be a good idea i f there was a
nationally recognized name to file "next of kin" un der.

Following a disaster in London the East Anglican A mbulance Service has
launched a national "In case of Emergency (ICE)" ca mpaign. The idea is
that you store the word "ICE” in your mobile phone address book and
with it enter the number of the person you would wa nt to be
contacted "In Case of Emergency ". In an emergency situation, Emergency
Services personnel and hospital staff would then be able to quickly
contact your next of kin, by simply dialing the num ber programmed under
"ICE".

CLUB NEWS:

erct
A GREATFUL THANK YOU to Brigitte Codron who has
accepted the responsibility of Alliance francaise @ Charleston Webmaster! Look
out for its unveiling in the next two weeks! The adress is: www.afcharleston.org



Biononil
A warm welcometo Katherine Guerra, Louis

Herodote, Rita Pardieck, Eleonore Strauss, Warren and Pat
Miller and Nancy Pinckney.

N “The Knitting Club_Time to get back to your yarn and needles. Next
session will be at Gigi’s on October 18 (call and let her know your are coming)
If you are not an expert in knitting, broidery, crochet or cross-stitch enjoy an
afternoon or a few hours speaking French with a cupf tea and some French
patisseries.

Cooking Class: will next meet in December.

Pétangue:was a success. The next get together will be ontGer
22" at 2pm in Hampton Park. Meet at the Gazebo! Compébn is fierce! Jean
Macary and Chantal Rousselin are the winners of ldsSunday’s game! Call Louis
Herodote 227-1047 for more information.

—

Our French classes

The advanced clasdakes place athe Charleston Library Society on King

street. This month, it will meet on Wednesday 11 " Monday
16th and Monday 31 ' at 4pm. Call Gigi at 768-7368 or e-mail
gsirey@hotmail.com

Our other classes have begun another exciting yedPlease contact us if you are
interested in joining our beginners(Nicole-797-7242)intermediate (Corinne 856-
2787) oradvancedclass (Gigi —276-5797).



Classes are for members only. The fees are: $20 fbiperson, $10 for 2, $7 for 3 and
$5 for 4 or more.Private lesson: $25 Call Marie-Laure.

-
- Le francais par les Films Exceptionally, itwill take place in room

118 at7pm Friday, October 13th in the continuous ed ucation building on
Coming Street.

"Je ne suis pas la pour étre aimé " (2005) directed by Stephane
Brizé.
It has not yet come out in the US so this is a uniq ue opportunity. It
received three nominations at the 2006 Cesars Cerem ony (French
equivalent of the Oscars) : Best Actor (Patrick Che snais), Best
Actress (Anne Consigny), Best Supporting Actor (Ge orge Wilson) and at
the Sebastian International Festival, Best Film.
Jean-Claude Delsart, a 50 year old "huissier de jus tice", with his worn
out smile and heart, abandoned the idea that life ¢ ould give him
pleasures a long time ago. His job does not help hi m: his task consists
in bringing despair into the homes of people who ca nnot pay their rent
and his Sundays are invariably spent in the retirem ent home of his old
father, a sour, never satisfied curmudgeon. A glimm er of hope could
come from the dance studio across from his office, which specializes in
tango lessons. One day Jean-Claude decides to
enroll.....

Bridge Club: our bridge circle has grown from the

original 8 players 2 tables to approximately 28 int erested players or 6
tables. The average home can accommodate 3 to 4 tab les only.

We discussed the situation at our last get together and it led to the
following:

-The original group "1" will continue as at present with around 3to 4
tables and Tony Bassett will continue to put it tog ether.

- VICKY OAKLEY will organize an afternoon GROUP "2" made of 3 TABLES.
- Both groups will meet once a year for a MEGA GAME ...place to be
determined.

- Any player may play in both groups iffwhen number S permit.

- VICKY & TONY will try to respect personal prefere nces as numbers
permit.

Please, contact Tony at anthonybassett@bellsouth.net or Vicky at

oakleywm@yahoo.com if you are interested.

La BELOTE: Belote is one of the most popular card gamesamée, although it has
been known there only for about 70 years. FrangmsePeter will lead this new and
exciting game. The first meeting will be a practsession to teach those who don't yet




know how to play! It will take place upstairs atdttal, South Market Street on
November 12. Please contact Francoise at 722- 5708 to letiaw you will be there.

BOOK CLUB: will take place at Chantal Rousselin, 1986 Treebarke,

West Ashley , 7:30pm, on October20Contactousselinc@hotmail.com if you

would like more information about joining.

Contact corinnemlls@yahoo.com for any newsletter suggestion, addition

or news to share and be shared!
Let us know if you would like us to host an event i

n your home!

(&
LA REVUE LITTERAIRE de PHILIPPE

Retour de France, apres un sejour certes agreable,
(I'Euro est toujours aussi cher) et obscurci par le
aeroports, j'ai neanmoins ramené une brassee de liv

Glissons sur les titres politiques, qui tournent to
sujet, qu'il s'agisse de "Chirac et les quarante me
Montaldo (auteur en son temps du celebre "Mitterand
voleurs") ou de "La guerre des trois" de Serge Raff
gue l'ouvrage de Montaldo est 6e dans les meilleure

Bien sur, une floraison de policiers et autres livr

J'ai retenu "Du sang sur les greens” d'un de mes au

ce genre, Harlan Coben. L'agent sportif bien connu
auteur, Myron Bolitar, se trouve plongé dans le mi
professionel, tentant de retrouver le fils d'un ch
Comme d'habitude, suspens et renversements de situa
vous. N°, FNAC.

Apres un nombre considérable de livres consacrés a
pouvait penser le sujet épuisé. Eh bien non, Michel
et analyste, a choisi une approche originale, la pé
séances d'analyse de la star sous le titre: Marilyn

Ce livre, en tous points remarquable, qui reprend |
séances faits par son analyste, qui nous plongent d
fréquentait I'actrice, des Kennedy a Truman Capote,
homosexualité bien établie, vivait une relation cur
avec Marilyn. Passionnant. N°13 FNAC.

Un nouveau Northomb, "journal d'Hirondelle", N°3 Fn

mais dispendieux
s tracasseries des
res de tous genres.

us autour du meme
nteurs" de Jean

et les quarante

y. Notons cependant
s ventes de la FNAC.

es dits "suspense".
teurs favoris dans
des lecteurs de cet
lieu du golf

ampion kidnappé.
tion sont au rendez-

Marilyn Monroe, on
Schneider, médecin
sentation des
dernieres séances.
es transcripts de
ans le milieu que
qui malgré son
ieuse et ambigue

ac, est controversé



(mais moins que le précédent,"Acide sulfurique"”, qu i s'attaquait a la

téléréalité en la comparant aux camps d'exterminati on). A lire:

un article sur ce livre et sur l'auteur dans le der nier

"Lire", septembre 2006. Deux écrivains femmes tienn ent le haut du pavé,
elle et Fred Vargas, dont le dernier ouvrage, "Dans les bois éternels”
tient encore le N°24 FNAC apres 21 semaines de prés ence. J'en

avais parlé dans la derniere newsletter.

Beaucoup d'autres livres intéressants dans tous les genres, dont je
vous parlerai a notre prochain rendez-vous, avec le S commentaires sur
les prix littéraires. A bientot donc, Philippe Arna ud.

Notre critique littéraire au travail!







